Parents and Carers Information Leaflet – Autumn 1
Year 2
Class Teacher – Ms Nicola Carmichael
Teaching Assistant – Ms Siane Philips, Ms Zoi
Fostini
Dear Parents and Carers
WELCOME BACK!
Welcome back to a new term and new
academic year; I hope you all had a restful
and enjoyable summer break.
Important Dates:

26th September - Year 2 class assembly
(3.00pm – 3.20pm)

1st October - Parent workshop – phonics
(3.00pm – 3.20pm)

18th October - Thanksgiving/Holy

Communion at St. George’s Church

Attendance and Punctuality
It is important that children arrive at school
by 8.55, as registers are taken and checked
first thing and any absences chased up by the
office staff. Remember to call and let us know
if your child is going to be absent for any
reason so we can record this in the register.
I would also like to take this opportunity to
reiterate the importance of attendance and
punctuality. Good attendance at school is the
single most important factor in ensuring that
children and young people maximise their
learning potential and have the best
opportunities in adult life.
Being frequently late for school adds up to
lost learning:
Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to
over 3 days lost each year.
Arriving 15 minutes late every day is the
same as being absent for 2 weeks a year.
Arriving 30 minutes late every day is the
same as being absent for 19 days a year.

General Information
PE:
This half-term, Year 2 will have P.E. on
Thursday. On days that children have P.E.
lessons scheduled, they are asked to come
into school wearing their P.E. kit. They will
remain in their kit for the whole day.
Homework:
Homework is set on a Friday and should be
returned to school the following Wednesday.
Children will be set Reading, Spelling, English
and Mathematics homework each week. It is
important that your child completes their
homework in order to support their learning
in class and to ensure that they make good
progress throughout the year. Thank you for
your support in this. If you would like advice
on supporting your child with homework,
please see your class teacher.
Please read with your child daily. Children
should aim to read at home for at least 10
minutes per day.
Belongings:
Please label all belongings with a permanent
marker, and ensure that your child has their
book bag with them every day (book bags
are available to buy from the school office).
Curriculum Overviews
English: This half-term we will begin by
exploring the narrative text ‘The Tiger Who
Came to Tea’ by Judith Kerr. Writing
outcomes will incude creating our own
‘wanted’ posters, writing a retell of the story
and finally planning our own narrative, ‘The
Tiger Who Came to School’! Children will
learn to use adjectives and expanded noun
phrases to describe and specify, to use
commas to separate items in a list and to
practise writing a range of super sentences.

In the second part of the half-term we will be
exploring a range of poems from ‘The Works’
by Paul Cookson. We will learn and perform
poems before learning to write our own
simple poems, including list poems.

Handwriting: Children will practise forming
capital and lower case letters correctly, and
then will move on to learning the horizontal
and diagonal strokes needed to join some
letters.

Phonics: At the beginning of Year 2 we will
revise all sounds learned in Year 1, with a
particular focus on Phase Five. In Phase Five,
children learn more graphemes and
phonemes. For example, they already know
‘ai’ as in rain, but now they are introduced to
‘ay’ as in day and ‘a-e’ as in make. Alternative
pronunciations for graphemes are introduced,
e.g. ea in tea, head and break. Each
individual child’s current phonics level will be
assessed at the beginning of the term, and
your child will work in a group that most
closely matches their needs.

Mathematics:
In the following areas, we will learn to:
Number and Place Value
 Count objects to 100 and write
numbers in numeral and words
 Represent numbers within 100
 Partition tens and ones in a variety of
ways using different representations
 Compare and order numbers
Addition and Subtraction
 Derive addition and subtraction bonds
to 10, 20 and 100
 Check calculations using the inverse
 Find 10 more and 10 less
 Add and subtract multiples of 10
 Add a 2-digit and 1-digit number
(crossing ten)
 Add two 2-digit numbers (not crossing
ten)
Measure – Time
 Read o’clock and half past times on an
analogue clock
 Read quarter past and quarter to
times on an analogue clock
Geometry – Properties of shape
 Recognise 2D and 3D shapes
 Count sides on 2D shapes
 Count vertices on 2d shapes
 Draw 2D shapes
 Identify lines of symmetry

Spelling: This half-term, we will revise the
following Y1 spelling rules:
 The sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and /k/
spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck
 The /ŋ/ sound spelt n before k
Division of words into syllables
 The /tʃ/ sound spelt as -tch if it comes
straight after a single vowel letter.
 The /v/ sound at the end of words
 Adding -s and -es to words
 Adding the endings –ing, –ed and –er
to verbs where no change is needed to
the root word
We will also revise Year 1 common exception
words. Common exception words are words
that do not follow the common phonetic
spelling rules of the language, or where the
usual rules act in an unusual way. Each week,
a list of 10 spellings will be sent home,
comprising of words relating to the spelling
rule of the week, and also some common
exception words. Please practise these with
your child.
Reading: Children will have daily Guided
Reading lessons. They will read with an adult
at least once a week, and will participate in a
range of activities to help develop their word
reading and comprehension skills, as well as
promoting a love of reading for pleasure.

Religious Education: In R.E. our learning
question is, ‘Why Did Jesus Teach The Lord’s
Prayer As The Way To Pray?’. We will be
exploring:
 The importance of prayer to
Christians, and in particular, The
Lord’s Prayer;
 How this prayer is the way that Jesus
taught his followers to pray to God;
 The meaning of each phrase in The
Lord’s Prayer;
 How The Lord’s Prayer is used by
Christians worldwide.

Science: Our Science themes this half-term
are ‘Plants’ and ‘Animals’. We will learn to:
 Identify living things
 Research how to grow plants
 Say what plants need to grow
 Observe and identify animals
 Identify habitats and microhabitats
 Classify and research animal offspring
To support our learning in Science, we will be
visiting The Lookout in Hyde Park, and will
take part in a workshop where we will explore
and learn about habitats.
Computing: Computing will be taught in the
second half of the Autumn Term.
History: Our learning question for History
this half-term is, ‘What are the important
events in the UK to remember?’. We will
explore The Great Fire of London, The
Gunpowder Plot and Remembrance Day. We
will learn to:
 Use paintings and pictures to tell us
about an event;
 Use a range of sources to research
historical events;
 Recall key events in order;
 Explain important historical events;
 Compare and contrast a location in
different time periods;
 To explain why we commemorate
important historical events
Geography: Geography will be taught in the
second half of the Autumn Term.
Art: Our art skills focus for this half-term will
be drawing. We will learn to:
 collect and share ideas;
 explore and experiment with materials;
 develop confidence using a range of
marks to draw what they observe,
know and remember;
 understand that marks can have
meanings attached to them;
 develop control over a variety of
drawing tools and materials, using
them selectively and purposefully
 look and talk about drawings;
 evaluate their drawing process and
outcome;
 try to interpret drawings

Music: Our music topic this half-term is
‘Ourselves’. We will learn to:
 Create and respond to vocal sounds
and body percussion;
 Develop the use of vocal sounds to
express feelings;
 Notate pitch shape and duration using
simple line graphics;
 Understand how mood can be
expressed using the voice;
 Understand the structure of call and
response songs;
 Develop an expressive song
performance with voices and
instruments
Physical Education: This half-term our
area of focus for PE is Gymnastics. We will
learn to:
 Describe and explain how performers
can transition and link gymnastic
elements;
 Perform with control and consistency
basic actions at different speeds and
on different levels;
 Develop strength and flexibility;
 Create and perform a simple sequence
PSHE: This half-term, children will be
learning about physical health and wellbeing.

