St George’s Hanover Square CE Primary School
6th November 2020
Let your light shine in the world as Jesus did, with compassion, thankfulness and hope.

or the achievement of all.
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back to our second half of the Autumn Term. It’s been wonderful to see all the children and parents back
again after a well-deserved break.
As you will all be aware, the nation is now in “lockdown” and the rules for social distancing and mixing have
significantly changed. Your continued support in these times is very much appreciated and we need to make sure
that we do all that we can in order to help improve the current situation as quickly and safely as possible.
To reassure you, we would like to outline some of the extra measures we have implemented and run through some
of the daily routines that have been in place since our return to school.
Since reopening to the whole school in September, there have been clear procedures in place, in line with
Government guidance, to ensure the best possible safety of the children and adults in our beautiful building.
Classes have been put into ‘bubbles’ so that there is as little mixing between children as possible. In classes from
Year 2 upwards, children now participate in learning at desks and are all facing the front of the classroom to avoid,
as much as possible, any extended periods of face to face interaction. Initially we were worried about how this more
formal style of learning would be received by the children, however, they have been incredible at taking responsibility
for their own learning packs and ensuring that they are following all our good hygiene rules. They are still also able
to work in partners in order to share their knowledge and understanding and our teachers have become quick
experts at finding new and creative ways at encouraging group work and facilitating high levels of engagement whilst
still keeping in line with government guidance.
Throughout the school day, we have timetabled our ‘bubbles’ so that there is as little crossover between these as
possible for playtime and lunchtimes. We have a one way system using both our staircases which is working very
effectively. At lunchtimes, two year groups eat our delicious school dinners or their packed lunches in our theatre,
and we ensure that each table is cleaned and sanitised between sittings.
We have all become experts in handwashing, doing so everytime we go out or come in, before we eat and after we
eat, at drop off and pick up. I don’t think that handwashing will ever be quite the same again. It can never get boring
singing Happy Birthday twice!
We spent an awful lot of time and put a lot of consideration and thought into how to make sure our school was a
safe and happy place to return to, before the return to school for some classes in June and also over the summer
holidays.
Extra measures that we have put in place since the news on Thursday include our new drop off and pick up routine,
unless absolutely necessary restricting all visitors (and when absolutely necessary they wear a face mask) and we are
also trying to ensure that each class has at least 60 minutes of physical activity each day in order to keep us fit and
active (and this includes our teachers too)!
So, although it is a rather different learning environment than last year at this time, it is heartening to see how the
children are still thriving under the ever watchful and nurturing eyes of our wonderful staff team.
Your continued support in our endeavour to safeguard our community is critical in order for us all to be able to move
forward.
Ms P Slater, Deputy Headteacher and Mr GP Musetti, Headteacher
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COVID UPDATE
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19:
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the date when their
symptoms appeared.
All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days.
The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill.
Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within the home.
Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could
pass on to others in the community.
If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health conditions) out of
your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation period.
Symptoms
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:
• new continuous cough and/or
• high temperature
• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.
If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ or by phoning 111.
How to stop COVID-19 spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19.
Hands
• Wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds.
Face

Space

• Cover your face in enclosed spaces, especially where social distancing may be difficult and where you will come
into contact with people you do not normally meet.
• It is now compulsory to wear cloth face coverings on public transport, shops and several other indoor settings.
• Stay 2 metres apart where possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in place.
• Keep your distance from people who are outside your household or support bubble.
• Limit social gatherings (including abiding by the ‘rule of 6’) and avoid crowded places.

Please do not send your child to school if they are unwell with COVID-19 symptoms or if someone in your household is
unwell with COVID-19 symptoms. This includes siblings and anyone who is living within your household.
 If your child is unwell, they should self-isolate for 10 days and get a test.
 All household members should also self-isolate for 14 days from the day the first person in the home showed
symptoms.

PROCEDURES
Drop off and Pick up
As you will be aware, we have amended our drop off and pick up procedures.




Firstly, may we please ask that all adults wear a face covering at drop off and pick up unless exempt.
We also ask that you be mindful of social distancing requirements in line with guidance whilst waiting for your
children.
At all points, we ask that parents are ever vigilant of traffic. Please come to the pavement on the side of the
school and do not ask your children to cross the road without you.

DROP OFF
Ensure children are on the correct side for entering the building. We have marked out the pavement so that children line
up in single file which ensures that the pavement is not being blocked.
PICK UP
We have tried to assist in social distancing and enhancing the safety of the children by keeping the area directly outside
the school clear. Parents, please make sure that you are ready to collect your children on the same side of that gate that
they line up at in the mornings.
These changes have been made in order to keep your children as safe as possible and to enable us as a school to stay
open.
Please do maintain social distancing during these times.
Face coverings for children
At the current time, we are asking that children do not enter the school wearing a face covering. If you would like your
child to wear a mask, please be as kind as to ensure that they leave their face covering with you at drop off and have them
available at pick up.
CELEBRATIONS
Attendance
YR/Year 1
95.7%
Year 2
91.1%
Year 3
96.6%
Year 4
84.1%
Year 5
97.4%
Year 6
90.3%
Total
93.8%

Well done to Year 5 for their 97.4%!
This is exceeding our ambitious whole school target
of 97%.
Lates are better this week – but please remember
that you need to be here on time. Wasted minutes
equals wasted learning opportunities.

Lates
YR/Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Total

0
3
2
2
2
2
11

CELEBRATIONS
Stars of the Week 
We are still celebrating our Stars of the Week, however, we have returned to awarding just one star each week!
Please see the current stars and the reasons they were chosen by their teacher.
Congratulations Stars!!

Our wonderful Stars of the Week
Y5 06.11.2020
Wallace
For being an all-round super star and trying his best even when he finds things tricky.
Values Champions
This half term our Value is perseverance. Each week, the teachers choose someone in their class that they think has
particularly shown their understanding of our Value.

YR
Magnus

Y1
Penelope

Y2
Rayan S

Y3
Mickey

Y4
Jasper-Blu

Y6
Jennifer

NOTICES
Chapel Services and Parents
After our wonderful news of parents being able to attend Chapel again, sadly, in light of the current lockdown, we will
not be able to do this for the time being.
Once restrictions have been lifted we will of course review the situation and will of course keep you updated !
Mount Street Gardens
Please may we ask you not to transgress lockdown guidelines in Mount Street Gardens. In line with the new regulations,
it will no longer be acceptable for parents or children to congregate in groups in the Gardens after school.
Contact details
Please make sure you have given your most up to date emergency contact details to the school office staff.
Thank you.
Transport
Journeys should only be made:
 for education or childcare
 for work purposes
 to exercise outdoors or visit an outdoor public place
 for visiting venues that are open
 for a medical reason, such as taking someone to hospital
 If it is necessary to travel, settings are encouraged to walk where possible, and to plan ahead and avoid busy
times and routes on public transport. This will allow settings to maintain social distancing while travelling.
If it is necessary for a childminder to pick up or drop off a child at school and walking is not practical, then a private
vehicle for single household use is preferable. Use of public transport should be minimised.
GENERAL INFORMATION
Term Dates:
Autumn Term 2020
Academic Review Days (No children in school) Friday 11th December
Term Ends Friday 18th December
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4th January
Tuesday 5th January
Term Begins Wednesday 6th January
Half Term Holiday Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February
Term Ends Thursday 1st April
PRAYER OF THE WEEK
We pray God’s blessing on our school community.
On our work.
On our hopes and dreams.
May each one of us be filled with a spirit of cooperation and consideration.
May we be encouraging and supportive to all who struggle with their work, or doubt their abilities.
Amen
Let your light shine in the world as Jesus did, with compassion, thankfulness and hope.
With warmest wishes to you and your loved ones.
Miss Petra Slater, Deputy Headteacher and Mr Paul Musetti, Headteacher
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